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At one time, the use of corporal punishment by parents in child-rearing
was considered normal, but in the second half of the nineteenth century
this begin to change, in Quebec as well as the rest of the Western world. It
was during this period that the extent of ill-treatment inflicted on chil-
dren—treatment once excused as good child-rearing practice—was dis-
covered.

This book analyzes both the advice provided to parents and the differ-
ent forms of child abuse within families. Cliche derives her information
from family magazines, reports and advice columns in newspapers, peo-
ple’s life stories, the records of the Montreal Juvenile Court, and even
comic strips. Two dates are given particular focus: 1920, with the trial of the
parents of Aurore Gagnon, which sensitized the public to the phenome-
non of “child martyrs”; and 1940, with the advent of the New Education
movement, which was based on psychology rather than strict discipline
and religious doctrine.

There has always been child abuse. What has changed is society’s
sensitivity toit. Thatis why defenders of children’s rights call for the repeal
of Section 43 of the Canadian Criminal Code, which authorizes “reason-
able” corporal punishment. Abuse or Punishment? considers not only the
history of violence towards children in Quebec but the history of public
perception of this violence and what it means for the rest of Canada.

Marie-Aimée Cliche has published several articles on the history of single
mothers, infanticide (Hilda Neatby Prize, 1990), incest, and legal separa-
tion, all in Quebec, and three books: Les Pratiques de Dévotion en Nouvelle-
France (1988); Maltraiter ou Punir? (Jean-Charles-Falardeau Prize, 2007) and
Fous, Ivres ou Méchants? Les Parents Meurtriers au Québec, 1775-1965 (2011).

W. Donald Wilson joined the faculty of the University of Waterloo in 1970,
where he remained until his retirement. A former chair of the Department
of French Studies at UW, he is the translator of Babies for the Nation: The
Medicalization of Motherhood in Quebec, 1910-1970 (WLU Press, 2009) and A
Brief History of Women in Quebec (WLU Press, 2014), both by Denyse
Baillargeon, and, with Paul G. Socken, of Aaron: A Novel, by Yves Thériault
(WLU Press, 2007).

WILFRID LAURIER UNIVERSITY PRESS

facebook.com/wlupress | twitter.com/wlupress
toll-free 1-866-836-5551 | www.wlupress.wlu.ca




