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A stellar collection of essays; sharply focused, cohesive and very smart... The
theory never simply floats off the page and into the ether but is always grounded in
some particular phenomenon or experience and, as examples of passionately
engaged scholarship, the essays offer a coherent critical apparatus that simultaneously enacts how to go about using concepts like “affect” or “the virtual” in a very
concrete fashion. That is, the chapters don’t just do the talk (they never bog down
in pure philosophy-speak), they walk the walk.
– Gregory J. Seigworth, Millersville University, Pennsylvania, co-editor,
with Melissa Gregg, of The Affect Theory Reader (2010)

CONTENTS
List of Figures
Introduction | Ondine Park, Tonya K. Davidson, and Rob Shields
Section I: Nostalgia
1 “Not everything was good, but many things were better”:
Nostalgia for East Germany and Its Politics | Anne Winkler
2 Nostalgia and Postmemories of a Lost Place: Actualizing “My
Virtual Homeland” | Tonya K. Davidson
3 Placing Nostalgia: The Process of Returning and Remaking Home |
Allison Hui
4 From Disease to Desire: The Afflicted Amalgamation of Music and
Nostalgia | Mickey Vallee
Section II: Desire
5 The Tourist Affect: Escape and Syncresis on the Las Vegas Strip |
Rob Shields
6 (In)Human Desiring and Extended Agency | Matthew Tiessen
7 Cityscapes of Desire: Urban Change in Post-Soviet Russia | Olga
Pak
8 Illustrating Desires: The Idea and the Promise of the Suburb in Two
Children’s Books | Ondine Park
Section III: Hope
9 The Virtual Places of Childhood: Hope and the Micro-Politics of
Race at an Inner City Youth Centre | Bonar Buffam
10 Virtual Resurrections: Che Guevara’s Image as Place of Hope |
Maria-Carolina Cambre
11 Performing Spaces of Hope: Street Puppetry and the Aesthetics of
Scale | Petra Hroch
12 The Spatial Distribution of Hope In and Beyond Fort McMurray |
Sara Dorow and Goze Dogu
13 Spectacular Enclosures of the Hope: Artificial Islands in the Gulf
and the Present | Mark S. Jackson and Veronica della Dora
Conclusion: A Roundtable on the Affective Turn | Rob Shields, Ondine
Park, Tonya K. Davidson, and the Contributors
List of Contributors
Index
MEDIA, EXAMINATION, AND REVIEW COPIES
Contact Clare Hitchens 519-884-0710 ext. 2665 or clare@press.wlu.ca
ORDERS
Contact your favourite bookseller or call 1-800-565-9523

Ecologies of Affect offers a synthetic introduction to the felt dynamics of
cities and the character of places. The contributors capture the significance of affects, including desire, nostalgia, memory, and hope, in forming the identity and tone of places. The critical intervention this collection
of essays makes is an active, consistent engagement with the virtualities
that produce and refract our idealized attachments to place. Contributors
show how place images, and attempts to build communities, are, rather
than abstractions, fundamentally tied to and revolve around such intangibles. We understand nostalgia, desire, and hope as virtual; that is, even
though they are not material, they are nevertheless real and must be
accounted for. In this book, the authors take up affect, emotion, and
emplacement and consider them in relation to one another and how they
work to produce and are produced by certain temporal and spatial
dimensions.
The aim of the book is to inspire readers to consider space and place
beyond their material properties and attend to the imaginary places and
ideals that underpin and produce material places and social spaces. This
collection will be useful to practitioners and students seeking to understand the power of affect and the importance of virtualities within contemporary societies, where intangible goods have taken on an increasing
value.
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