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Although the essays that make up Beyond Bylines explore remarkably different terrain, from the presuffrage era to the present and from mainstream to alternative print, to radio and film, together they
mark major milestones in the progress of women’s rights and women’s status as media workers.
Keeping a tight focus on each unique voice, Freeman reveals the balancing act her subjects
maintained as they weighed personal and professional success against the constraints of their
social and historical contexts and the demands of the causes they embraced.
– Marjory Lang, Langara College, Vancouver, BC
In this volume, Barbara Freeman explores how a fascinatingly varied group of prominent and lesserknown female journalists in Canada negotiated the tension between “conventional journalism and
advocacy” over more than 130 years. Their perspectives ranged from cautious Christian feminism to
Marxism-Leninism; the issues they addressed included everything from women’s fashion in the
1890s to lesbian sexuality; they worked in mainstream newspapers, public broadcasting, alternative
publications, and documentary filmmaking. What unites them is Freeman’s sympathetic and deeply
informed attention to how they all, in one way or another, sought to advance women’s interests while
struggling to make room for themselves in the Canadian journalistic landscape.
– Gene Allen, Ryerson University, Toronto, ON
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In Beyond Bylines Barbara Freeman introduces scholars and students of history, journalism,
communication studies and women’s/gender studies to a delightful lineup of feminist foremothers
including writers, broadcasters and filmmakers. In seven lively biographical essays spanning more
than a century, the reader encounters a cast of diverse women whose media work in print, over the
air waves, and on the screen challenged the status quo and advanced women’s issues of the day.
These essays are sure to spark lively discussion in the classroom and beyond. No doubt those
conversations will centre on questions of women and activism, both past and present, but they might
also lead to reflection on what comes next as feminists ponder their media and their message.
– Linda Ambrose, Laurentian University, Sudbury, ON

B

eyond Bylines: Media Workers and Women’s Rights in Canada explores the ways in
which several of Canada’s women journalists, broadcasters and other media
workers reached well beyond the glory of their personal bylines to advocate for
the most controversial women’s rights of their eras. To do so, some of them
adopted conventional feminine identities, while others refused to conform altogether, openly and defiantly challenging the gender expectations of their day.
The book consists of a series of case studies of the women in question as they
grappled with the concerns close to their hearts: higher education for women,
healthy dress reforms, the vote, equal opportunities at work, abortion, lesbianism
and Aboriginal women’s rights. Their media reflected their respective eras: intellectual magazines, daily and weekly newspapers, radio, feminist public relations,
alternative women’s periodicals and documentary film made for television.
Barbara Freeman takes an interdisciplinary approach, combining biography,
history and communication studies to demonstrate how their use of different
media both enabled and limited these women in their ability to be daring advocates for gender equality. She shows how a number of these women were linked
through the generations by their memberships in activist women’s organizations.
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