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Available in English for the first time, Joaquim Amat-Piniella’s searing Catalan
novel, K.L. Reich, is a central work of testimonial literature of the Nazi concentration camps. Begun immediately after Amat-Piniella’s liberation in 1945, the
book is based on his own four-year internment at Mauthausen.
“When the war is over, remember all this. Remember me,” implores one of
the book’s characters on his deathbed, and it is this call to bear witness that
Amat-Piniella takes up in his account of the Spanish Republican fighters who
were exiled in France at the end of the Spanish Civil War in 1939 and soon swept
up into the German concentration camp system. As an already organized antifascist army, they played an important role as a nucleus of resistance within the
camps, and their story is little known to English-language readers.
Because of the length of his internment, his decision to write his book as
fiction, and his staggering powers of observation and recollection, AmatPiniella’s portrayal of life in the camps is unmatched in scope and detail. It is
also a compelling study of three powerful ideological movements at work at the
time: anarchism, communism, and fascism, all within the desperate and brutal
world of the camps.
“My book does not seek to deepen wounds or differences, but to unite
people before cruelty,” said Amat-Piniella. This is an essential text as we ponder
the twentieth century and its meaning to us today. This edition includes a new
introduction, annotations, and a translators’ note.
Joaquim Amat-Piniella (1913–1974) was born in Manresa, Catalonia. In 1936, he
enrolled as a volunteer in the Republican Army to fight against the fascists. In
1939 he went into exile in France. After being captured by the Germans he was
sent to Mauthausen on January 27, 1941. He returned to Catalonia in 1948.
Robert Finley is the author of The Accidental Indies, a book of lyrical essays, and,
with Patrick Friesen, Aislinn Hunter, Anne Simpson, and Jan Zwicky, of A Ragged Pen: Essays on Poetry and Memory. He reads and writes in Nova Scotia and in
St. John’s, Newfoundland, where he teaches literature and creative writing at
Memorial University.
Marta Marín-Dòmine is an associate professor in the Department of Languages
and Literatures and Director of the Centre for Memory and Testimony Studies
at Wilfrid Laurier University. Her research is on the Spanish literature of concentration camps and on the field of memory representation of past violent
events. She is presently working on a collaborative project to elaborate a Dictionary of Memory in Europe and Latin America.
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